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• Introduction

• The organization and operation models of
rural tourism differ significantly at
European level, being influenced by
factors such as: natural setting, the level
of economic development, local traditions
and public policies [4,11]. In this sense,
Austria, Switzerland and Italy represent
three distinct benchmarks, illustrating
different typologies of rural tourism
development, but converging in terms of
efficiency and sustainability [10,14].

• Material and method

• The purpose of this paper is to highlight
the main characteristics of rural tourism
in the three countries analyzed, as well as
to identify the determinants of the
performance of this sector. So the aim is
both to describe the organization and
operation forms, and to carry out a
comparative analysis that allows the
formulation of relevant conclusions for
the development of rural tourism.

• The material used in this article consists
of secondary data sources, selected based
on the scientific relevance and timeliness
of the information.

• The research presents certain limitations,
mainly generated by the use of secondary
data sources, which may reflect
differences in timeliness and
methodology between the three countries
analyzed.

• Results and discussions

• Conclusions

• In conclusion, although all three models
are effective, they differ in the way they
are organized and in the emphasis placed
on certain components of the tourism
product. Austria excels in authenticity and
community involvement, Switzerland in
efficiency and organizational innovation,
and Italy in diversity and the integration
of tourism with agriculture. These models
can constitute valuable benchmarks for
the development of rural tourism in other
regions.
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Abstract:  Rural tourism is an important sector of the European economy, contributing to the

capitalization of local resources and sustainable development of rural communities. The paper
analyzes the organizational and operational models of rural tourism in Austria, Switzerland and Italy,
highlighting the particularities of each country, the institutional mechanisms and the determinants of
development.
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